
Time is slipping by, but 
one daylily variety that 
never disappoints in its 
early debut is H. 
‘Orangeman’.  Its golden-
yellow flowers are the 
beginning of daylily 
blooms for me.  Who 

wouldn’t 
enjoy 
seeing 
these 
cheerful 

trumpet-like flowers in 
May? 

I wish the rest of my 
news could be so     
cheerful, but alas it is not 
to be.  After discussing 
Daylily Day scheduled 
for June 27, 2020 with 
Mike Alvarado and Mary 
Lovasz, I came to the   
decision to cancel the 
event this year.  With 
New Jersey’s shelter-in-

place   order still in effect, 
the social distancing    
protocols needed, and the    
uncertainty of the public’s 
and club members’ ability 
to participate in Daylily 
Day, we did not feel the 
club could do this event. 
Hopefully, next year we 
will be able continue the 
tradition. 

Rutgers has also cancelled 
all in-person events thru 
August 14, 2020.  This 
includes Summerfest at 
Rutgers Gardens  original-
ly scheduled for July 25th. 
We will have to see about 
the September Auction 
usually held at the       
gardens, as we are not 
sure if Holly House will 
be  available to us.  We 
are planning to have an 
online Auction for      
September in case we still 

cannot meet in person at 
that time. 

We may still have a    
weeding day at Lorraine’s 
depending on restrictions 
and only for a small group 
3-4 people max. I will   
update everyone as     
needed. 

Mike will be giving an  
update on our gardens at 
the Rutgers Gardens in this 
newsletter. 

At this time, I don’t know 
any of our members who 
have contracted COVID-
19, but many have had 
friends and loved ones  
affected by this virus.  Our 
thought are with you all 
through these difficult and 
unsettling times. 

~Susan Emhardt-Servidio 
friendsinthegarden@gmail.
com   

President’s Message 

Nominations 

Since we will not be   
having an in-person 
meeting to announce 
nominations for posi-
tions, a nomination has 
been made for Priscilla 
Cordero as treasurer.   

Treasurer: Pr iscilla 
Cordero  has offered to 
take on Pat’s duties as 

treasurer. Pat will help 
with the transition. 

Please respond by email 
your vote (yes or no) for 
her nomination by June 
30, 2020. 

Board Trustee: Open 
Immediately- Trustees 
help with decision mak-
ing for projects.  Mary 

Lovasz and Mike Oliver 
still hold their current po-
sitions as trustees.    

Email suggestions by  
June 30, 2020 to Susan   
Friendsinthegarden@gmail
.com. 

Special points of interest: 

Carpooling for garden tours, meetings 
and Auctions– update 

 JoAnn has reached out to some  
members and has had little response,  
possibly do to the standstill of the 
virus. So, the carpooling idea will be 
revisited after the pandemic. 
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Mary Pabst Open Garden– June 26-
27 and July 10-11 
maryepabst@gmail.com 

Curtis Cerillo Open Garden  TBA 
ccerillo@verizon.net 

Lorraine Gallagher Open Garden 
July 11-12 gall248@aol.com 

Dates are subject to change or can-
cellations as the health crisis contin-
ues.  Please contact garden owners as 
we approach these dates for changes. 

Daru Sharp Open Garden-  June 27 
and 28, 2020  info@daru.com  

Cindy and Kevin Ruddy Open Gar-
den- July 12 and July 19 from noon 
to 4pm. 732-462-3303 

Ruth Yetter Open Garden-First sat in 
July- ruthyetter9@gmail.com 

In years past, we have had a silent 
daylily auction at the annual club 
picnic and another at the end of  
summer.  However, things are very 
different with the COVID 19       
pandemic; wearing masks and 
gloves, social distancing and no 
group gatherings of greater than ten.   

There is a whole uncertainty with 
meeting as a group going forward, 
until restrictions change.  Sue and I 
thought we could still have two    
virtual auctions: one around June 27th 
coinciding with what would have 
been Daylily Day at Deep Cut     
Gardens and another around        
September 13th which would be at 
the Holly House at Rutgers Gardens. 
Sue polled the club membership by 
email with the two dates, and the 

results are as follows: out of 72 
members polled, 

12 answered 

8 said yes for a June Auction  

9 said yes for a September Auction  

3 said no to both dates.   

Since there is some interest in an   
on-line auction, Sue and I discussed 
moving the June auction to July, to 
better prepare. Details of the July 
auction will be forwarded via email 
shortly.  September’s event will be 
determined closer to the date incase 
we can meet in-person.  

~Mike Alvarado 

Daru has updated most photos of club plants on the website.  She will 
need some help with data entry for the specific info on Daylilies.  
Check out the website by clicking the link :   
https://gardenstatedaylilies.gardentracker.com/.  
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2020 Open Garden Dates 

Daylily Auction Dates 

GSDG Website 

Garden State Daylily Growers 
Dues!! 

 
It’s that time again! Dues are $10.00 
per year and are due in January. This 
year, dues have been slow to come 
in, and we are sure it is the crazy 
times.  So please remit payment with 
form on the back page. 
 
You can mail payment to: 

Pat Scarano,  
3 Rogers Rd,  

Old Bridge, NJ 08857 
 
After dues are collected, I will be 
retiring as treasurer for almost 10 
years.  It has been my pleasure.  
 

~Pat Scarano 
Psacarano2@aol.com 

Lorraine G.’s Gardens 

Note from the   
Treasurer 

https://gardenstatedaylilies.gardentracker.com/


June 19-21, 2020   Region 3 Summer Meeting 
  Richmond, VA  CANCELLED 
 
July 25, 2020 Summerfest at Rutgers Gardens 
  New Brunswick, NJ CANCELLED 
 
September 13, 2020 Members’ Auction at Holly House 
 
October 17, 2020    Lilyhemmer at Camp Hill PA 
 
November 8, 2020  Business &Planning Meeting at  
  Rutgers Eco Complex- Bordentown, NJ 

March 8, 2020 Meeting at Rutgers Eco Complex-  
  Bordentown, NJ 
 
April 19, 2020 Meeting and Speaker at Deep Cut Gardens 
  Middletown, NJ  CANCELLED 
 
May 17, 2020 Club Picnic at Mary Pabst 
  Island Heights, NJ CANCELLED 
 
June 27, 2020 Daylily Day at Deep Cut-  
  Middletown, NJ CANCELLED 
 
 
 

As many of you know I have been 
planning some changes in my life for 
various reasons and for some time.  I 
have set my mind to leaving NJ and 
moving somewhere else to start a 
new adventure and ultimately a new 
garden.  It is overwhelming to think 
about letting go of what you’ve 
worked so hard to create, but I have 
been shrinking my plant assortment 
down to size for several years.  This 
year will be the last and I will      
minimize as much of the daylily   
collection as I can before a move.   

I have lived in three different homes 
in the town of Plainfield over the past 
23 years and have left gardens behind 
each time I moved.  I have lived in 
my current home for about 15 years.  
Like I’ve done twice before, I built 
the garden from scratch.  There were 
NO gardens on the property when I 
bought it…just trees and grass.  I had 
big dreams for the place and have 

been able to accomplish some of 
them but not all.  I am proud of how 
the yard has transformed to become a 
green oasis for birds, bugs,         
mammals, and of course my daylily 
collection.   

My hybridizing started here and will 
not end just because I am 
moving.  The plan is to 
take my own registered 
plants, my “keeper” 
seedlings, a handful of 
plants that I call ‘bridge 
plants’ (plants I created 
and use in my breeding 
work), some of my most useful par-
ent plants, and of course my absolute 
favorites.  It’s a ton of plants! 

How am I moving these plants you 
ask?  I have been collecting large 
plastic nursery pots from a local lady 
who landscapes in town.  She       
graciously drives up the driveway 
once a year and drops off her stash of 
2-5 gallon pots for me.  After several 
years of this I have quite a collection 
going.  The idea is to pot up       
whatever I plan to move that isn’t 
able to be pre-moved and planted in a 
location near where I am moving.   

In an effort to maintain my sanity 
and do a ‘How crazy is this idea?’ 
self-evaluation, I sought out advice 

from other garden enthusiasts and   
hybridizers that have been through 
garden moves before.  The wisdom 
they have offered me over the past 
three years ranges from “don’t do it” 
all the way to “you can do it if you 
have a solid plan in place and a lot of 
help”. Sincerely, some of the best  ad-
vice has been to take the plants that 
bring me the most joy and just let go 
of the rest.  The closer I get to selling 
my home the better that sounds to me, 
especially since I still have to pack up 
a whole house and life!  

The reality is the joy in gardening for 
me has always come from ‘creating’.     

Hybridizing brings me 
so much satisfaction 
as does making new 
garden spaces. Getting 
a chance to continue 
working with daylilies 
and at the same time 
start a new chapter in 
my life is exciting.  I 
am just grateful for the 
chance to continue the 

journey…wherever it may lead. 

~Curtis Cerillo 
GSDG Vice President  
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2020 Schedule of Events 

Thoughts on packing up and moving a daylily hybridizing program 

GS DG S UM ME R NEWS  

‘Built on Hope’ 

(Cerillo, 2017) 

‘Past Forward’ 
(Cerillo, 2014) 



I know I have met 
and talked to many 
members of the  
Garden State Day-
lily Growers at 
some point over 
my 16 years at 

Rutgers Gardens. Much like many 
folks starting out in horticulture, I too 
was drawn to Daylilies for their  
beauty, ease of culture and great   
diversity of color some 40 or so years 
ago.   Even though I think Daylilies 
are well-known to most homeowners, 
I do not think the diversity of heights, 
colors and range of bloom time is 
well known. This is why I thought 
the Gardens were a perfect location 
to show off the range of selections, as 
well as the prolonged period   
of time over which Daylily 
breeding has occurred. I 
thought the display would spur 
a renewed interest among 
homeowners to add Daylilies  
to their garden, beyond those 
few that appear again and again 
in the trade.   
 

Of course, the installation of the  
Daylily bed was last year and the 
year 2020 has brought about a    
number of unforeseen lifestyle 
changes, not the least of which     
included spending far more time at 
home.  With the sudden increase in 
the number of homebound residents, 
a major upward trend among    
households is gardening!  To a      
gardener, the opportunity to stay at 
home translates to spending more 
time scanning journals for new     
cultivars and species to add to our 
garden.  However, for the general 
public plants provide more to       
people’s lives than simply color or a 
chance to add a coveted plant to our 
collection.  With the outbreak of 
COVID-19, people began to look to 
plants as a means to not only provide 
food and beauty in their lives, but 
also a means to lessen anxiety and 

stress. There is something innate 
about plants that creates a cathartic 
effect upon people and brings a  
calming peace in our world.  For  
example, introducing houseplants 
into an office environment will     
inexplicably allow employees to   
enjoy their work more, increase their 
levels of productivity and reduce the 
number of sick days.  In the book 
‘Healing Power of Gardens’, written 
by the late Dr. Oliver Sachs, he    
describes repeatedly how individuals 
with various neurological problems 
experience a noticeable improvement 
when introduced to a garden setting.  
He mentions patients with advanced 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s who no 
longer understand how to tie a    

shoelace, but can plant seedlings  
perfectly in a container.  In fact, he 
advocated that nature can be more 
powerful and effective than         
medication!  Hence, as the duration 
of home confinement grew from days 
into weeks, it was only natural for 
people to develop a renewed        
connection with plants, whether it be 
houseplants, container gardens on a 
porch or a more complex landscape.  
Working with plants is not only a 
pastime that we can do individually, 
but also as a family.  For families, 
gardening also has the added benefit 
of numerous educational moments 
for children. 
 

So how does this new fascination 
with plants impact me, a longtime 
plant enthusiast and the former     
Director of Rutgers Gardens?  The 
hint of course was ‘former Director’ 

since I have now transitioned to the 
State Program Leader in Home and 
Public Horticulture within the Rutgers, 
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment 
Station (NJAES). The position focuses 
on helping homeowners with questions 
and challenges they may confront with 
their garden.  It may involve simple 
questions as to what plant works best 
in the filtered light of a bedroom    
window to where a shade tree is best 
planted in a yard, or even to what   
happened with my Zucchini Squash?  
It will include working with gardeners 
throughout the state that are new to the 
world of plants and learning tricks 
from the experienced gardener and 
sharing these with everyone. Of 
course, Daylilies are certainly part of 

this equation and I look to the   
Garden State Daylily Growers to 
share thoughts, suggestions and 
tricks on how best to grow these 
plants.  In addition, if there are any 
cultivars that should be made 
known to the gardening public, 
please share this information with 
me so that I can help spread the 
word!  I am personally a fan of the 

forms with tall scapes, since they add a 
semitransparent height and depth to 
the garden.  Fragrant forms are also 
great to learn, but there are also      
numerous companion plants to share 
and discuss.  For many individuals, 
this may be the first year they take on 
the pastime of gardening and we wish 
to make it as successful as possible!   
 

For those that remember or knew Mr. 
Donald B. Lacey, my new role is    
essentially the same position that he 
held during the 1950’s through the 
1980’s.  He was a well-respected man 
who developed 
the annuals trial 
garden at Rutgers 
Gardens in 1964 
that today bears 
his name! He 
also was respon-
sible in part for 
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Donald B. Lacey  Display Garden  

Donald B. Lacey and his 
Iris Display Garden. 

Continued on pg. 5 Change 
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them happy.  For the past 16 years, I 
have come to understand that people 
do not go to public gardens to study 
and learn about plants.  Rather, they 
come for the beauty and to be       
immersed in a world of plants.   
 

My new position will permit me to 
help people immerse themselves into 
a world of plants at home and    
hopefully expand gardening to a 
whole new population, perhaps even 
a new generation of gardeners.  I 

look to you to help make this new 
roll ever more successful!  

 

~Bruce Crawford 
NJAES State Program Leader in 

Home and Public Horticulture  

starting the Open House at Rutgers 
Gardens, which developed into the 
Gardens Summer Fest.  It is       
certainly a great honor to follow in 
his footsteps.   
 

Some 40 years ago, my ambition 
was to help people have better lives 
through becoming a medical doctor.  
Obviously, that career did not    
materialize, but over the course of 
my career, I have noticed how 
plants benefit people and make 

The American Daylily Society has a 
task force made up of members    
trying to discover why it happens.  
To learn more, see the ADS website’s 
frequently-asked-questions-       
https://daylilies.org/daylilies/faq/ 

Rusts can be a big issue during the 
warmer months, especially if you 

purchase plants from the south.  
Usually our winters kill off the 
rust spores, but with our  
changing climate things may 
change. Chorothanil fungicide 
dips used on bare root plants 
can be helpful preventing any 
wayward spores from invading 
your garden. Curtis has a  

method that works for him. 

     Leaf streak is also a fungal issue, 
but can be managed by removing  
infected foliage as it 
starts, and removing 
dead foliage in the 
fall.  Some daylily 
varieties are more 
susceptible. For more information on 
daylily pests and diseases, check out 
Clemson’s factsheet-                          
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/
daylily-diseases-insect-pests/  
 

Why are aphids so bad this year? 
 

Not sure why they seem to be more 
prolific this season.  It could be that  

the mild winter may not have killed 
off overwintering eggs.  The    
warmer day temps for a stretch of 
days   allow the aphids to reproduce     
rapidly.   Females don’t need males 
to reproduce during the spring/
summer season. The newborn 
nymphs take only a week before 
they become a reproducing adult 
and each female can potentially 
produce 80 young per week.  That’s 
a lot of aphids!  Males will be born 
toward the end of the season so  
females can lay eggs on perennials. 
Winged adults are present when 
populations are high 
in spring and fall. 
There are many types 
of aphids that will 
attack daylilies.     
Encourage ladybugs 
(lady beetles) to hang 
out in your garden to 
help thin out aphid 
populations. An adult 
lady beetle can eat 40 
aphids a day, a lady beetle larva 
upwards of a 100 per day.  So be 
careful when using insecticides as it 
doesn’t know a good bug from bad.  
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTN
OTES/pn7404.html  

~ Susan Emhardt–Servidio 
Horticulturist 

Page 5 

Change (continued from pg. 4) 

Daylily Questions 

Email your thoughts and  sugges-
tions for daylily cultivars about 
which the pubic should know  to 

Bruce at 
bcrawf@sebs.rutgers.edu 

I asked some of the newer members 
what questions they had, and Peter 
G. had some good ones. 

Why are some daylily’s foliage 
much lighter green than other va-
rieties? 

There are some differences in foliage 
color between daylily varieties, but 
you may have some that could use 
some fertilizer. Or in my case, my 
chickens may have deposited too 
much fresh fertilizer! 

Some daylilies have messed up    
foliage this spring, why? 

While daylilies are relatively disease 
and problem-free, there are some 
issues that can be troublesome: 
Spring sickness, rust and leaf streak.   

The cause of Spring sickness is still 
in need of research, as 
there is no definite   
reason why daylilies 
suffer this   malaise.  
Some say maybe some 

cold temps at leaf break, some say 
fungus is a culprit, but fungicides 
don’t seem to help. The issue doesn’t 
always strike the same variety each 
year.  Signs of the sickness are a 
curved and ragged   edges to some 
fans in a clump.  This may not kill 
clump, but can make it look funky.      

https://daylilies.org/daylilies/faq/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/daylily-diseases-insect-pests/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/daylily-diseases-insect-pests/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7404.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7404.html
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would be declared the winner.  The 
winner would receive a minimum 
two-fan daylily from the year 2000 
introduction or more recent. If there 
is a tie, then both winners would  
receive the same cultivar.   

So that early, mid-season and late 
season plants are included, the     
contest will end on September 15th. 

We will pick one winner for June, 
two in July, two in August and one in 
September.  The six winners can pick 
up their plants at a pre-arranged 
place, date and time convenient to all 
and following COVID 19 guidelines.   

On the club’s Facebook page, a   
message like this would be posted 

for non members along with the 
photos: 

Not a club member, but would like 
to join in the contest? It’s easy to 
join.  Just complete the application 
linked below and submit a $10.00 
fee.  As a new club member, you 
will receive a free daylily to start, 
join a great group of daylily       
enthusiasts who share ideas. Come 
make new friends, enjoy good food, 
and listen to well known daylily 
hybridizers as guest speakers and 
so much more. 

Let’s brighten up our Facebook 
page and show off your hard work 
while staying home. Maybe we can 
make some new friends along the 
way! 

~ Susan E-S. and Mike A. 

We thought it would be a great and 
FUN idea for club members to  
share their gardens virtually during 
these strange times. We want to 
have a photo contest, and your        
fellow club members and  Facebook 
users would be the    judges! 

Use your digital cameras or cell 
phones to enter your BEST pictures 
during the daylily bloom season.  
Every two weeks beginning June 
30, submit by email your best photo 
with variety names (if known) to 
Mike- alvaradonursery@aol.com. 
 
Mike will post the pictures on our 
club’s Facebook page.  All club 
members and page visitors can vote 
by liking the photo of their choice.  
All votes (likes) would be tabulated 
one week after entering, and the   
picture with the most votes (likes) 

daylilies survived their first winter. 

On May 21, 2020, I was able to    
return and edge and mulch all the 

daylily beds.  
Matt supplied 
our club with 4 
to 5 cubic yards 
of wood chip 
mulch. The  

Historic Garden was increased in size 
approximately 6 inches around the 
perimeter, and the grass was         
removed.  The garden was expanded 
near the species    
daylilies to facilitate 
mowing and allow for 
added plants in the 
future. 

I would like to  
schedule maintenance 
activities for this 
summer and fall with 
our club volunteers.  
This would include periodic weeding, 

watering and observing flowering 
characteristics to validate the culti-
vars and species. 

~ Mike Alvarado 
Vice President in- training 
alvaradonursery@aol.com 
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Garden State Daylily Growers Photo Contest 

Daylily Maintenance at the Rutgers Gardens 

Get your cameras ready! 

On May 15, 2020, Bruce Crawford 
gave me permission to perform    

volunteer work at the 
Rutgers Gardens.  
Since the gardens 
were closed in early 
April because of the 
pandemic, I was very 
appreciative.  There 
were no other      
volunteers working 
in the gardens, only 
Rutgers Staff.     

Everyone was   following COVID 19 
guidelines and  
social distancing. 
The newly planted 
Historic Daylily 
Garden, the New 
Jersey Hybridizers 
Garden, and the 
beds around the 
red storage shed 
were weeded.  All 
the newly planted     
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Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

               __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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